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Robert Michael Pyle 

Swede Park 

Gray's River, Wash. 98621 

September 5, 2022 

 

Hon. Hilary Franz 

Commissioner of Public  Lands 

     FOR PERSONAL REPLY 

Hon. Jay Inslee 

Governor of Washington 

 

Olympia 

 

Dear Hilary and Jay: 

 

I write you, with warmest greetings, as sometime admirers of my book Wintergreen: Rambles in 

a Ravaged Land. 

 

When we first met, Hilary, you were vocal and very kind with your words of admiration for 

Wintergreen. If I recall correctly, you told me that the book had much to do with your 

commitment to conservation and your decision to pursue your career and the commissionership. 

 

Jay, we met when you attended a reading of mine at Eagle Harbor Book Company in Winslow, 

when you were in the state legislature. You kindly approached me afterward to express your 

appreciation for Wintergreen and its message of resilience, responsibility, and ecological 

renascence, given a chance. 

 

I have appreciated your combined efforts toward land stewardship and climate action, in a 

difficult and adverse time for both.  

 

So I am particularly disappointed to read Steven Kropp's deeply disturbing article "Threatened 

Legacy Forests of Southwest Washington" in the Willapa Whistler, newsletter of the Willapa 

Hills Audubon Society (https://www.willapahillsaudubon.org/media/whistler/2022-3.pdf). 

 

The entire point of Wintergreen is that we might someday see real, fully functioning forests 

again in Willapa IF they can be rebuilt over time from the recolonization of species from the 

remnants of older forests left behind—exactly the Legacy Forests of which the article speaks. 

When I wrote the book, in the mid-eighties, there were many such stands in the Willapa Hills. 

But, as I detailed in later editions, these were almost entirely liquidated in the nineties and since. 

Now what's left is largely in eastern Wahkiakum and western Cowlitz counties. According to 

Kropp, "DNR is currently planning to log nearly all of the remaining legacy forests in the 

Willapa Hills, and in the Abernathy Creek and Elochoman River watersheds, over the next ten 

years," approaching 17,000 acres. 

 

If this liquidation is performed, it will completely defeat the purposes, hopes, and dreams of 

Wintergreen, and set back by centuries (or forever) the recovery of the great Willapa forests of 
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the future. And yet, as Kropp states clearly: "A new carbon market is rapidly emerging" [thanks 

in part to your efforts, Jay], "and soon it is going to be more profitable to leave these older trees 

in the ground than cut them down" Of course these legacy forests should be seen as climate-

health investments, rather than as one more sacrifice to the endless, ecologically impoverished, 

industrial  forest-scape. 

 

Mr. Kropp also writes:  "Lands Commissioner Hilary Franz, head of DNR, has said repeatedly 

that the "counties know best" and that she will follow their lead.  Hilary, believe me, the counties 

do NOT know best! I KNOW these commissioners and I have known these battles intimately for 

more than forty years.  They are not bad men and they have the counties' interests in mind, but 

they are badly mistaken in their assumptions about what is best to do with the peoples' forests.  I 

have much admired (and supported) their hard work to negotiate compensatory payment for trust 

lands left uncut, for owls, for murrelets, for the future. This is only fair, given their constituents' 

dependence upon trust land payments to the county coffers. These counties should have such 

compensation, given the deeply flawed logic of the underlying trustland legislation. Or, better 

yet, they should have carbon payments to offset perceived logging losses. 

 

The chance will not come again. We lost hugely during the legacy forest pogroms of the nineties 

(albeit much of that, admittedly, was on private land). But now these are the last acres in Willapa 

that will be possible to save as future building blocks of forests to come. Together with the 

remnants protected in the Natural Areas Program, they might have a chance to recolonize some 

post-carbon landscape with a majority of the plants and animals hanging on in the margins, if 

saved. If cut now, that chance will be lost forever. 

 

Hilary and Jay, please think back on why it was you loved Wintergreen, and what it has (still) to 

say about what we have already ruined and what we have within our (your) powers to yet 

protect, nurture, and love. 

 

As State Forester  Frank Lamb put it, concluding his address to the 1909 Governors' Conference,  

"Shall we see our children stripped of everything provided by a wise Providence for the 

sustenance of untold generations? The earth does not belong entirely to the present. Posterity has 

its claims." 

 

Thank you for reading, and thank you for reconsidering this deeply wrong decision (if correctly 

reported). My warm wishes to you both, for your families, and for your difficult jobs. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bob 

 

Dr. Robert Michael Pyle 

Gray's River 


