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Thank you to the organizers of this event, to my fellow presenters, to those who have made time to set 

up and staff booths and especially to all of you who are here today.  It’s an honor to be here with you. 

 

I would like to begin by reciting a fair portion of a poem titled “Earthrise” by Amanda Gorman, America’s 

first Youth Poet Laureate. 

 

Earthrise 

By Amanda Gorman, America’s First Youth Poet Laureate 

 

On Christmas Eve, 1968, astronaut Bill Anders 

Snapped a photo of the earth 

As Apollo 8 orbited the moon. 

Those three guys 

Were surprised 

To see from their eyes 

Our planet looked like an earthrise 

A blue orb hovering over the moon’s gray horizon, 

with deep oceans and silver skies. 

It was our world’s first glance at itself 

Our first chance to see a shared reality, 

A declared stance and a commonality; 

A glimpse into our planet’s mirror, 

And as threats drew nearer, 

Our own urgency became clearer, 

As we realize that we hold nothing dearer 

than this floating body we all call home. 

We’ve known 

That we’re caught in the throes 

Of climatic changes some say 

Will just go away, 

While some simply pray 

To survive another day; 

For it is the obscure, the oppressed, the poor, 

Who when the disaster 

Is declared done, 

Still suffer more than anyone. 

Climate change is the single greatest challenge of our time, 

Of this, you’re certainly aware. 

It’s saddening, but I cannot spare you 



From knowing an inconvenient fact, because 

It’s getting the facts straight that gets us to act and not to wait. 

So I tell you this not to scare you, 

But to prepare you, to dare you 

To dream a different reality, 

Where despite disparities 

We all care to protect this world, 

This riddled blue marble, this little true marvel 

To muster the verve and the nerve 

To see how we can serve…our planet. 

You don’t need to be a politician 

To make it your mission to conserve, to protect, 

To preserve that one and only home 

That is ours, 

To use your unique power 

To give next generations the planet they deserve. 

 

 

This poem highlights a few basic themes I will focus on in my remarks. 

 

The first theme is “common cause.”  As Ms. Gorman so beautifully reminds us, looking at earth from 

space has been an incredible experience for all who have had it and viewing our planet from space is a 

powerful, beautiful but stark reminder that we are in it together.  Our lives here on earth are a shared 

reality. 

 

It is important to focus on the concept that we do still share common cause when there are so many 

forces that seek to divide us for profit or for power.  Amazingly enough, and contrary to the popular 

narrative, the reality is that climate change actually provides us with an established and well-supported 

common cause.   

 

While the headline touting a new Pew Research poll that I read screamed that “more than 30% of 

people don’t care about climate change” the headline could just has easily have read “more than 2/3 of 

Americans favor the development of energy alternatives and want to see America carbon-neutral by 

2050; amazingly enough this same poll found that a full 75% of Americans favor our participation in 

international efforts to help reduce the effects of climate change. 

 

Recognizing that we share common cause, how do we actualize it?  I want to pause for a moment on 

this question, because Earth Day can so easily be about messaging instead of real action; about feeling 

good rather than taking a hard look; about corporations marketing to distract us from what is actually 

happening. 

 



The first part of the answer to how we ensure that our Earth Day celebration here today translates into 

an evolved reality on the ground may come as a surprise to some:   It is that government must be a part 

of the answer.  Why do I say this?  Haven’t we heard for forty years that government is the problem, not 

the solution?   

 

What we call “government” is nothing more than our collective effort to manage ourselves and our 

futures; it is therefore incumbent upon elected officials at all levels to help identify new ideas and to 

lead how communities, counties, states and nations organize around complex, challenging, large-scale 

issues.  And this is the real trick – what does it take to move from the general sense that it is important 

to do something and that we should be, to actually effecting real change? 

 

I’d like to share the story of Clallam County government as an example of finding that common cause 

and acting upon it.  Given how politicized “climate change” had become over the years, the three 

Commissioners who each have different letters after our names on the ballot had to work to define our 

common ground (which in our case included beginning with data collection to inform decision-making 

and a focus on practical and impactful strategies for our county.)   

 

On the one hand, it has taken this very interested Commissioner several years to identify common cause 

and to engender meaningful buy-in from the other Commissioners.  On the other hand, the entire Board 

is now personally vested in an effort that will find life and expand as the weeks, months and years 

unfold. 

 

And the reality is that many of these strategies are already unfolding “under the radar” as they have 

been advanced for non-climate reasons, and we should do a better job of telling our own stories – and 

feeling OK about acknowledging and highlighting the variety of benefits that climate projects all have.   

 

We have successfully secured funding and later this year will be installing several electric vehicle 

charging stations for the courthouse parking lot; some will be available to the public and others as an 

incentive to county employees.  This is both a climate project and a Human Resource solution. 

 

We have moved to permanent “hybrid” meetings which reduces the number of vehicle trips to and from 

the courthouse; those of us who attend meetings around the county and around the state are attending 

a significant portion of our meetings virtually and will continue to do so.  This investment alone will 

reduce driven miles related to public meetings by several tens of thousands per year, just in our county, 

but was made in order to improve public access to – and participation in – public meetings. 

 

We have taken the lead in securing funding to improve access to broadband.  What kind of difference 

will this make?  Beyond the obvious benefits of improving students’ access to information and patients’ 

access to virtual medicine, a broadband connection for someone living between Port Angeles and Joyce 

might also mean the ability to attend one or two regular meetings virtually – heck, maybe even the 

occasional church service.  If you add up three “saved” trips per week at an average commute distance 

for our county you’ll be saving something like 5,000 road miles.  Per household.  Per year.  At 1600 



households to be served by the first project we’re looking at a reduction of something like 8 million 

miles per year, just in our county, just from our first project.  We just don’t talk about this as a climate 

project. 

 

The county and our non-profit partners have been leaders in food waste reduction, which as it turns out 

is a significant contributor to greenhouse gas emissions and the arena where counties specifically can 

achieve the “biggest bang for our buck” in terms of impact and I expect this leadership to continue. 

Most of this work, while it has a huge climate benefit, is being done to recover food to help feed hungry 

people rather than wasting it.  I can’t wait to see the data that describes these efforts as it is collected 

through our greenhouse gas inventory.   

 

We are currently planning and securing funding for our county’s largest-ever climate adaptation project, 

the Dungeness Off Channel Reservoir.  When complete, this project will provide a buffer in years where 

the Olympic snowpack is insufficient that will help ensure that there is enough water in the river for 

salmon while also ensuring enough water for farmers growing key crops.  This project is a model for 

other communities around the state because it is pioneering a multi-benefit solution to help us adapt to 

the climate as it is already changing. 

 

The future is even more exciting!  Next steps for us at Clallam County range from pursuing projects that 

will help build resilience (like solar power generation for the new Emergency Operations Center and/or 

county shops) to revising policy related to the purchase of new vehicles to working with countywide 

organizations like Clallam Transit which is actively planning for and pursing an electric fleet while already 

providing groundbreaking “trip-saving” service via The Strait Shot and new service to Hurricane Ridge. 

 

But of course local government can only do so much.  We can only help to foster the conditions that we 

hope will inspire and facilitate others to act.  Much like local government itself, we will only be 

successful addressing the climate crisis if all of us as individuals take ownership.  Ms. Gorman reminds us 

that “you don’t have to be a politician to make it your mission to conserve and to protect.” 

 

What can you do as an individual?  Of course, we can all work to make choices in our own lives that 

acknowledge and reduce the outsized imprint that we as Americans have on the world’s climate:  We 

can drive less, vacation closer to home, conserve water, consume less plastic, add insulation to our 

homes or any number of meaningful actions.  While any one individual’s choices will not alter our 

collective trajectory, tens of millions of individual choices certainly could. 

 

But I encourage you to think beyond your own life and your own choices if you truly wish to help create 

more change; to use what Amanda Gorman describes as “your unique power.”  I encourage you to use 

your unique power to get involved and to engage with others as advocates.  To protest, sure.  To march, 

why not?  To attend Earth Day events, absolutely – glad you’re here.  But tomorrow, go get involved. 

 

Maybe you are a member of a faith community and you would like to work with others in that 

community in the area of climate change.  What might that look like?  It could be as easy as taking a look 



at the physical environment in which the community meets and considering changes that would reduce 

the building’s energy load to reduce the power bill and save money.  “Environmental” changes can be a 

great starting point for working at something larger. 

 

A change in environment may lead to “systems” change, or an informal change in practice.  Perhaps a 

study group that meets during the summer chooses to meet outdoors in the shade rather than cranking 

up the AC for an indoor space; perhaps another group chooses to meet virtually every other meeting as 

a means of using less gasoline.  While systems changes begin to move us beyond individual impact, they 

will only occur BECAUSE individuals are making different and intentional choices. 

 

Ultimately, when a critical mass of individuals are making “systems” changes we can move on to see the 

ultimate impact of our individual actions, namely policy change.  When this fictional faith community 

has Tuesday Bible study, Wednesday reading group, Thursday vestry and Friday volunteer committees 

all meeting virtually part of the time as an informal but intentional strategy to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions then we begin to see the development of new policy:  “All weekly interest groups sponsored 

by our Faith Community will hold at least 50% of their scheduled meetings virtually as a component of 

our organization’s climate commitment. 

 

When policy begins to change in enough places in communities we begin to see the transition to policy 

change on the local, state and federal level.  But this won’t happen unless we all get involved, unless we 

all get to work, unless we all find ways to adopt strategies in a politically divisive era, and unless we all 

work through the many channels that feed and impact the decisions made by elected officials at every 

level of government. 

 

I encourage you to dream a different reality; to muster the verve and the nerve to understand how YOU 

can serve.  How will you use your unique power to give future generations the planet they deserve? 


