
The Oil Transport Boom
& the Salish Sea



U.S. domestic CO2 emissions are declining for the 
first time in 20 years, much of it due to increasing 
auto mileage standards.  But fossil-fuel companies 
are finding other ways to market their products…



…and they want to export a lot of it through 
ports in the Pacific Northwest: 
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The West Coast is becoming a major 
destination for oil-by-rail



In Puget Sound, 
plans are 
underway for 
expanded 
shipment of 
both refined 
and crude “light 
tight” Bakken
and Tar Sands 
crude oil.



Oil companies with shoddy track 
records, like Enbridge and Kinder 
Morgan, are proposing to send 
600 additional tankers through 
the Salish Sea with Tar Sands oil 
alone, most with dirty oil from 
Canada’s tar sands.  This would 
be a 700% increase from current 
levels.



U.S. crude oil export ban does not apply to Canadian crude 

oil  exported from U.S. ports:

 Tar Sands producers are using this loophole

 Tar Sands pipeline proposals are all hitting opposition

 Oil trains to Pacific NW ports are the cheapest way out

 E.g., Phillips 66 Ferndale project near Bellingham

Increasing pressure to lift the export ban on U.S. crude oil

 American Petroleum Institute

 Sen. Lisa Murkowski

 European Union







A major oil spill in the 
Salish Sea would cost 
our region an 
estimated $10.8 billion 
and 165,000 jobs, 
devastating our local 
tourism, fisheries and 
other industries.



Arco Anchorage, Dec. 21, 1985
239,000 gal. of crude spilled in PA Harbor
Spread from Dungeness to Neah Bay
Killed thousands of birds, fish, mammals
Cost $13 million to recover ½ the oil

Photos:  Peninsula Daily News









“Finding 6: While evaluated POTENTIAL risk increases as a 
result of the three maritime developments may be 
deemed significant, the VTRA 2010 analysis supports that 
most of those system-wide risk increases may be 
mitigated utilizing a well designed RMM portfolio. “

In other words:  with additional risk-prevention measures, 
potential risk can be kept at the same level as now.  But:
• There’s still risk!
• The prevention measures have costs, and the 

companies involved will want to avoid these costs.



Say goodbye to our orcas:  Adding over 600 

tankers to West Coast waters would turn up the 

noise level 10-fold, and biologists predict that 

the orca population would abandon areas along 

tanker routes, including Puget Sound.



…and the 
biggest risk of all 
is the climate 
risk once all that 
oil gets burned.



Don’t we need the jobs from expanded oil 

port development?

• Construction jobs are temporary

• Relatively few lasting jobs

• Hundreds of jobs at stake in tourism, 

fisheries, other coastal industries

And guess what… you can create more 

jobs by investing in alternative energy!



http://priceofoil.org/?s=crude+exports
http://priceofoil.org/content/uploads/2014/05/OCI_Runaway_Train_Single_reduce.pdf
http://tarsandssos.org/faqs
http://www.seas.gwu.edu/~dorpjr/tab4/publications_VTRA_Update_Reports.html
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