
In September, world leaders including President Obama are coming to NYC for a climate 

summit convened by the United Nations. Two days before the summit, there will be a major 

march in NYC as well as events around the world to urge the leaders towards action. The 

march shines a sharp spotlight on the following messages:  

--‐ Scientists are giving us a warning. Global warming is caused by humans, and will get 

dangerously out of control without decisive action now. In fact, many are saying this is the last 

generation with the power to stop climate change.  

--‐ The demand for climate action is broad. Many diverse groups have joined the 

coalition supporting the march. Representatives from labor, social justice, environmental, 

immigrant, faith, youth, parent, and business communities are all stepping forward to demand 

action. Each of these groups has already been harmed by climate impacts.  

--‐ We have the power to reduce the impacts of climate change. A big part of 

stopping the progress of climate change involves getting off fossil fuels. We already have the 

necessary technology to accomplish this, and it’s getting cheaper every year.  

--‐ Climate change impacts are compounded by inequality. Low-income communities 

and nations are often hit hardest by the impacts of pollution and climate change, while 

wealthy communities and nations have disproportionately contributed to the problem.  

--‐ Economic progress goes hand in hand with reducing climate change. The 

transition to a clean energy economy will create jobs and spur the development of new and 

improved technologies. We don’t need to sacrifice economic growth. Meanwhile, harmful 

climate impacts are already taking an economic toll, which will mount with inaction.  

--‐ Our leaders must take a stand. The leaders attending the Summit have the opportu-

nity to send a message about their intention to act seriously on climate, and the march 

explicitly calls on them to do so. They should act strongly both domestically, and in the arena 

of international negotiations. It is not acceptable for our leaders either to deny the existence 

of climate change, or to find excuses for delay.  
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Olympic Climate Action is a group of North Olympic 

Peninsula citizens working to raise awareness of the 

threats of climate change—and mobilize our commu-

nity to take action.  http://olyclimate.org/  

Top Messages of the People’s Climate March 


